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Edward R. Murrow H igh School

gh School is being closed.
Other school lose journalism advisors 

because it is an extraordinarily time-
consuming job, working with students inside 
and outside of class, getting students to revise 
their work and to go out and get that one 
more interview, with long afternoons and 
evenings spent editing copy, working on 
layout and doing the final proofreading
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We Want a 
N ewspaper!

What we found in speaking to schools, 
both big and small, is an intense interest in 
establishing high school newspapers, even 
in the new schools established in the last 
couple of years. Despite the complications 
of establishing an elective in the small high 
schools, many principals see having a student 
newspaper as a sign that they have come 
into their own as an established school, in 
addition to the fact that working on a high 
school newspaper develops the student 
reporters’ and editors’ writing skills.

“A school newspaper would be a wonderful 
avenue to develop critical writing abilities 
and achievement,” said Jason Johnson, the 
assistant principal of the Brooklyn School for 
Music and Theatre at the Prospect Heights 
campus. “They would have an outlet for their 
writing.” They don’t have a newspaper.

The EBC High School for Public Service 
also does not currently have a newspaper. 
Would they like to establish one? “Absolutely,” 
Barnaby Spring, the principal responded. 
“We want to help develop student voice in 
a democratic society,” he said, “As well as 
literacy skills, reading and writing. They can 
also discuss issues that are important to them 
in the school.”

Estelle Hans, the principal of the 
Collegiate Institute for Math and Science 
in the Bronx, would like her school to have 
a newspaper. “It gives the students a way to 
investigate their environment and share it 
with their peers,” she said. “They can use their 
creativity in another way.” But lack of funds 
and not having a teacher who is available and 
who has the journalism training is holding 
them back.

At the Baccalaureate School for Global 
Education, it was Jolijat Tamanaha, a student, 
who got The Bac Rag going. “She started it 
friends in the seventh grade,” said advisor 
Aly Lakhaney. “They put one issue together 
and asked me to be their advisor.” He’s been 
working with the 20 students who work on 
it since then. Despite the student interest 
and enthusiasm, it is the funding that was 
their biggest barrier. Finally the P.T.A. came 
through and funded the monthly, 8-12 page 
newspaper.

At other schools, teachers and 
administrators understand how important 
a school newspaper can be. “We’d love to 
be able to have a newspaper. It would give 
students the opportunity to write about 
things that matter to them,” said James 
Longwell Stevens, assistant principal of 

English at the High School of Enterprise, 
Business and Technology in Brooklyn. “Also 
a large number of our students don’t speak 
English as their first language and it would 
be great practice in writing for them.”

Others agree. “I would love to establish a 
newspaper at the school,” said Brett Burns, 
the principal at New Design High School 
in Manhattan. “It gives the students a real 
forum to public their work and see writing as 
a way to comment about their school, their 
community and the world…. It would make 
literacy visible for our young people and 
encourage the idea that writing is something 
to practice and celebrate, not to avoid.”

So while many of the administration 
at the new small schools understand the 
importance of having a student newspaper, 
in many small schools journalism programs 
and newspapers are difficult to start for a 
variety of reasons. 

“We have a number of kids who might be 
interested,” said Sean Burke, the coordinator 
of student activities at the International High 
School in Brooklyn, which serves students 
learning English as a second language. “It 
would be a great reason for them to write. 
But we have a lot of new teachers who have 
to get comfortable with the curriculum 
before getting something else started.”

Sometimes it is a question of scheduling 
in the new schools, where block scheduling 
leaves little room for electives or where 
electives are limited and added one at a time. 
Putting electives in after school programs 
often times is not as successful as creating a 
class.

“We’re tried a few times having a 
journalism class as part of our after school 
program,” said Richard J. Massel, the 
principal of the Monroe Academy of Visual 
Arts and Design in the Bronx. “It’s a problem 
getting kids to show up after school. It’s also 
challenging because of all the art classes we 
are offering.”

At other schools, the variety of factors 
necessary--administrative buy-in, an excited 
and prepared faculty member and funding--
have come together.

At Information Technology High School 
in Long Island City Queens, Josh Sipkin 
and a team of about 10 students put up The 
BlackHawk Online at: http://www.ithsnyc.
org/blackhawk/ Sipkin has a journalism 
background, having written, edited or 
produced content for sports websites like 
ESPN, and he runs it as an after-school club. 

“Journalism helped 
me to discover the 

fact that I was 
meant for much 

more. It changed 
my perspective 

on Midwood and 
improved my critical 

skills. I even 
consider becoming 

a professional 
journalist myself 

one day. In the 
past, I would never 

have guessed 
that journalism 

would be beyond 
enlightening.”

	 —Hameda Khandaker, 
Argus , Midwood High School
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“The main challenge is keeping students 
committed, and having them meet deadlines, 
since they don’t receive a grade for it, there 
is no direct tangible reward for them. As an 
extra-curricular activity it comes after other 
classwork on their priority list.”

The online publication extensively 
covered the controversy over the safety of 
the school, which was built on former a toxic 
waste dump. It was on hiatus for a year while 
Sipkin coached the basketball team, though 
he is returning as advisor in the spring and 
expects to get it up and running.

At Performing Arts and Technology High 
School in East New York, Brooklyn, when 
the administration raised the possibility of 
starting new electives and Vitali Hostiuk, a 
new teacher, suggested a journalism class. 
His lead teacher handed him a card about the 
ASNE Teacher Training Institute. He came 
back in August from Kent, Ohio and was 
enthusiastic. “It was great,” he said. “It really 
brought me up to point. Every hour was filled 
with important experiences, working with 
fellow teachers.” He worked closely with his 
students over the year and they got out one 
issue of The Wave, which they published on 
the school’s intranet.

Over the summer, however, his old 
principal left and the new principal 
eliminated all electives. Not discouraged, 
Hostiuk distributed his lesson plans in the 
form of a unit on journalism writing to the 

other English teachers and hopes with some 
of his previous journalism students to try to 
put together a newspaper from the material 
that is submitted from all the classes. Yet 
with a new administration, that possibility is 
in flux.

For most schools, the biggest things 
holding them back (even aside from funding) 
is one: finding a teacher to take on the job of 
being the journalism teacher and newspaper 
advisor and two: professional development 
or training for the teacher. English teachers, 
even the most experienced, don’t necessarily 
know have the background or experience to 
teach journalism, which involves developing 
a wide variety of reporting skills including 
interviewing, a range of writing skills, an 
understanding of the news media and 
photography, layout and design skills. 

Carlston Gray, the principal of William 
E. Grady Career and Technical Education 
High School in Brooklyn enumerated all the 
kind of specific training the school could use: 
“How to put a newspaper together. How to 
generate an interest for students in writing 
articles. The difference between writing for 
yourself and writing for others. We have the 
funds, financially, we would be able to start a 
newspaper, but no one knows how to do it.”

Then there are the rare situations where 
the journalism teacher has a background in 
journalism, but need to learn about how 
to teach it in high school and how to do 
the nitty gritty jobs like the layout using a 
software program like InDesign and how to 
search for an affordable printer. 

Cinda Becker, a Teaching Fellow, was 
a journalist for over 20 years but when she 

came to the Bronx High School of Business, 
“I was given an outdated Dell laptop, a small 
digital camera and told to make a school 
newspaper,” she said. She had no idea how to 
find a printer until she was connected to Rob 
Schminz of the New York City Scholastic 
Press Association, the organization of high 
school journalism teachers. As for laying out 
the paper, “I really tested a couple personal 
friendships with graphic designers in order to 
get The Eagle out last year,” she wrote in an 
email. “It cost me a lot of cocktails.” 

She did get out that one issue with her 
students, but because of budget cuts, she 
was excessed and now has a job at Crotona 
Academy High School. The principal was so 
excited about starting a newspaper that he 
programmed three journalism classes to be 
part of the English curriculum

While many advisors want software 
training and layout skills, many others ask for 
visits from professional journalists. New York 
has many journalists who have an interest in 
reaching out to high schools students who 
have participated in the six New York City 
High School Journalism Conferences (see 
Connection is Key) bringing them into 
individual schools would make the world 
of professional journalism more real to 
students.
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Pr int? 
Onlin e? 

Or Both?

Many people have pointed to the pervasiveness 
of the web as a solution to the cost of 
printing high school newspapers. Clearly in 
a time of financial stress in the schools, this 
could be the answer to reviving journalism 
in the schools. In 2001, two New York Times 
journalists, who helped bring the Stuyvesant 
High School Spectator online, even produced 
a manual called Campus Weblines, available 
online (http://www.nytimes.com/learning/
general/specials/weblines/index.html) that 
explains how to bring your school online. 
And since that time, the American Society of 
Newspaper Editors has launched an extensive 
website called High School Journalism.org 

(www.hsj.org). In addition to great material 
for both high school journalism teachers and 
students, the site hosts online high school 
newspapers from all over the country at www.
my.hsj.org The template provided makes 
it possible for any newspaper to go online. 
Students from all over the country can read 
each other’s newspapers.

Forty-four New York City public 
high schools have created a place for their 
newspaper on the website, yet only 19 have 
any material up. No survey was done of the 
schools that had set up a place on www.hsj.org 
to find out why, but it would seem that while 

the internet is great for speed and eliminating 
the cost of printing, many of the schools are 
still struggling with getting enough material 
to put out a paper newspaper, no less filling 
a 24/7 website.

Most of the schools that do have active 
sites on www.my.hsj.org have active print 
newspapers as well like Edward R. Murrow 
High School in Brooklyn, the Bronx Academy 
of Letters, Townsend Harris High School 
in Queens and Queens Vocational High 
School in Queens. Georgia Papadopoulos 
of Cardozo High School in Queens spoke 
strongly during a panel on online newspapers 
at a High School Journalism Conference 
about having both a print version and an 
online version. 

Technology
Despite the technology revolution, computer 
access varies widely from school to school. At 
some schools, like Queens High School for the 
Sciences at York College, there is a dedicated 
room with computers for the journalism 
class. Other schools only have a bank of 
laptops which have to be requisitioned to be 
brought or several of dubious vintage in the 
classroom. Technology support and repair is 
often lacking.

But the biggest desire is to have an up-to-
date layout program like InDesign installed 
on several dedicated computers with training 
of both teachers and students.

Digital technology has revolutionized 
photography. Even though many students 
have their won digital cameras, each school 
should have several digital cameras for student 
use and if it doesn’t have a photography 
teacher who could work in tandem with the 
journalism teacher, outside photojournalists 
could come in and teach photography over 
several sessions.



1 3

Connection  
i s a Key

As the New York City school system has been 
reorganized (there are no longer centralized 
offices at the Department of Education 
dealing with curriculum areas) and principals 
have been given autonomy, there are fewer 
units that link schools together, around, say 
journalism. For the past five years, The New 
York City High School Journalism Program, 
along with the New York City Scholastic 
Press Association and the Baruch College 
Department of Journalism and the Writing 
Professions ran six high school journalism 
conferences at Baruch College. The New 
York City High School Journalism Program 
funded the first three with help from The New 
York Times Co. Foundation and the Vice 
President of Enrollment Services at Baruch 
College funded the last three conferences.

Each conference consists of nearly 40 
workshops run by journalists from The 
New York Times, Daily News, Newsday, 
NY1, 1010-WINS, The Village Voice and 
other media outlets. Over 350 students and 
teachers attended the last conference. This is 
one way for connections to be made between 
prospective young journalists and media 
professionals, among students and advisors 
at different schools.

“Thank you for your supporting for high 
school journalism,” wrote Alyssa Niccolini, 
journalism teacher at the Frederick Douglass 
Academy VII in Brownsville, Brooklyn, 
on her survey. “The 2007 Conference was 
amazing and my students still talk about it.”

In June 2009, NewsStandNYC, a New 
York City high school journalism website 
was launched (www.NewsStandnyc.org) by 
The New York City High School Journalism 
Program, funded by the McCormick 

Foundation. Its purpose is to connect students 
and teachers from all over the city and to 
others all over the country and the world. 
It showcases the best in New York City high 
schools’ journalism, provide links of interest 
for both students and teachers, will enable 
teachers to support one another and share 
skills and information through a private list 
serve, and will allow students to collaborate 
on articles or share reporting across New 
York City’s diverse neighborhoods.

In addition the Baruch College 
Department of Journalism and the Writing 
Professions recently formed a New York 
City High School Journalism Collaborative 
funded by the McCormick Foundation 
which brings together The New York City 
High School Journalism Program and the 
New York City Scholastic Press Association 
and the Journalism Department and the 
CUNY Graduate Program in Journalism. 
It is offering opportunities for high school 
journalism advisors and students to meet 
outside of the conferences. It plans activities 
around the creation of an official student press 
declaration which would require the state 
override of the Hazelwood decision, which 
restricted student freedom of the press (six 
other states have done it); a 3-5 day summer 
workshop for 20 advisors from around New 
York City; an adopt-a-high-school-newspaper 
program which links professional journalists 
to schools and a New York City High School 
Journalism Award to be given out for the first 
time in 2010.

Others have taken an interest in what 
is going on around news and journalism in 
the New York City public schools. Last year, 
Alan C. Miller, a Pulitzer Prize-winning 
former reporter for The Los Angeles Times, 
founded the News Literacy Project, which 
works with non-journalism teachers (history, 
government and English) to integrate units 
about news literacy into the curriculum 
to help students become knowledgeable 
consumers of news and information. The 
Project sends experienced journalists into the 
schools as part of the program. The News 
Literacy Project is already in two schools in 
New York City and is looking to expand to 
others. It is also in schools in Maryland and 
Chicago.

There clearly is no shortage of interest in 
high school newspapers and journalism in 
New York City. The question is how to help 
make high school journalism and newspapers 
rise again. Below are the recommendations of 
this report.
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Where Do We Go 
From Here?

Principals, assistant principals and journalism advisors at 263 New York City high schools 
were interviewed. From their responses, the following recommendations were compiled:

• While computer availability varies 
from school to school, each high 
school journalism program need 
several dedicated computers with 
layout software for them to use.

• Professional development for 
journalism teachers is crucial. 
English teachers, for the most part 
the people who are willing to be 
journalism teachers usually have 
little experience as journalists. They 
need training in the ins and outs of 
journalism, including interviewing 
and other forms of reporting; 
research; and developing story 
ideas and journalistic writing. They 
should learn about ethical and 
legal issues in journalism. Equally 
important, even for those with some 
journalism experience, is the how 
to teach journalism, development of 
curriculum alone and with others. 
These should be offered both 
after school and in a concentrated 
amount of time (two to three weeks) 
over the summer. 

• New journalism teachers and 
advisors also need continued 
support throughout the year after 
they complete their training. It can 
be provided in regular meetings and 
online

• There should be technology training 
for both teachers and students in 
such programs as InDesign and 
Photoshop. The best technology 
training programs are done with a 
teacher and a student or students 
from the same school learning and 
working together.

• Further opportunities for high 
school students need to be offered 
because potentially, they will be the 
next generation of journalists. Both 
NYU and Princeton offer residential 
high school journalism summer 
programs. Baruch College has 
offered a nonresidential journalism 
workshop and plans to offer a 
Journalism Camp for 30 students 
this summer. Information about 

other journalism activities—awards, 
scholarships, essay contents and 
interesting events—should be 
disseminated to students across the 
city.

• Funding for print newspapers 
needs to be available. There 
is the possibility that school 
newspapers can move to the web, 
eliminating printing costs, though 
administrators, students and their 
parents often like the idea of having 
something to hold on to, to pass 
out to funders, etc. Schools should 
share information about advertising 
strategies, how to approach alumni 
associations, or other funders.

• A database needs to be developed 
from the survey with information 
about what kind of help the school 
would like, who to contact, etc. 
Funders that would like to help 
particular schools or groups of 
schools will be able to find out what 
they require to get a high school 
newspaper up and running. The 
database will allow funders to find 
out what each school needs.

• The New York City High School 
Journalism Conferences have been 
a great opportunity for journalism 
students and their teachers around 
the city to meet once a year. Other 
activities for journalism students 
and their teachers need to be 
established throughout the year. 
Other opportunities should be 
offered over the year. This has 
now begun through the New 
York City High School Journalism 
Collaborative, started by the Baruch 
College Department of Journalism 
and the Writing Professions.

• The New York City High School 
Journalism website, www.
NewsStandnyc.org should be made 
fully operational and refreshed 
frequently so that it can be used as 
a regular way for both students and 
teachers to be in touch with each 
other, learn from others and read 
the best articles and see the best 
photographs from around the city.

“I have always felt 
that I am a great NBA 
analyst and working 

on the newspaper 
challenged me to 

combine words 
with statistics. 

Being 5’6” short 
with insufficient 
skills to make it 

to the NBA, I felt I 
needed to put all my 
passion and love for 

basketball into my 
articles.”

	 —Dike Quashie, Academy 
of Hospitality and Tourism, 

Erasmus Hall Campus



1 5

Perform ing Arts and Technology H igh School
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How the Survey 
Was Done and 

How You Can Do 
One Too 

How To Do a 
H igh School 
Journalism 

Survey i n 
a College 

Journalism 
Class

Understanding the culture of urban schools 
with so many, often conflicting responsibilities 
for both the administration and for teachers, 
we knew if we sent out surveys through 
the mail, we would get very few results. 
Therefore, we decided to do the survey in a 
very time-intensive, but ultimately effective 
way. We began calling schools relentlessly 
and did telephone interviews with journalism 
teachers, principals and assistant principals 
(since we knew a good many schools didn’t 
have a newspaper already.) To those people 
whom we spoke to who didn’t have time 
for the 10 minute interview and preferred 
doing it online, we sent an online survey. We 
also distributed the surveys to the advisors 
who with their students attended the 4th 
New York City High School Journalism 
Conference in 2007.

While doing the survey, we came to realize 
that it would make an excellent project for a 
college journalism class, where in the process 
the college journalism students would develop 
skills very important in journalism: how to 
navigate a bureaucracy, pursue and interview 
unenthusiastic or reticent subjects and evaluate 
data, and help them develop an understanding 
of the culture of the public schools and a 
sensitivity to people who work there. 

The experience from doing this survey 
in New York City can be replicated in other 
cities as well. What follows is a description 
of how a college journalism class can take 
the survey on as a project, there by not only 
reporting on the situation with high school 
newspapers and journalism program in a 
metropolitan area, but also developing their 
own journalistic skills along the way.

1. In preparation for the project: compile 
a list of all the schools with names of the 
principal, address, phone number and if 
possible, email address as well. Some school 
systems can provide this; for other school 
systems you may have to work with whatever 
they have on their website, like we did. Xerox 
copies of this list for your class.

2. Introduce the project to the class. What 
skills will it help them to develop along the 
way? Why are they doing it by telephone? This 
leads to a discussion of school culture in urban 
schools, the difficulty in getting responses 
by mail and the importance of getting a 
significant response to be able to have a valid 
result. How many people in the class worked 
on their high school newspaper? Have them 

discuss it and how it affected their decision to 
go onto college and into journalism. 

3. Discuss what you want to find out. Develop 
a survey from that. If you would like a copy 
of the survey used in this report, contact 
The New York City High School Journalism 
Program at: jsiegel@brooklyn.cuny.edu.

4. Develop a “script” to give guidance to 
students in a number of situations for making 
the calls.

5. Do role plays over several classes dealing 
with such challenges as automated phone 
systems, the necessity for repeated calls to the 
same school, secretaries who won’t let them 
through to the principals, principals who are 
busy, principals who give one word answers 
to the survey, principals who would prefer to 
get it online, etc.

6. Divide up the list. Set a deadline for when 
they are due. Discuss when to call and how 
many times they need to call back to get 
what they want.

7. The next week discuss problems that have 
come up. What in addition to the ones already 
mentioned have they encountered? Have the 
class brainstorm how to get around them.

8.  Continue the roubleshooting with prob- 
lems that come up until the deadline comes. 
Collect all the surveys.

9. Go over the surveys and compile the data. 
Have a discussion in class on how to analyze 
the data. What’s the story? What’s the result 
of our survey? Have them write several ledes 
to the story.

10. Or, alternatively, if you have a small 
enough number of schools to work with to 
make it feasible for your students to do, Xerox 
copies of all the surveys for each member of 
the class and make it into a project for them 
to write a whole story based on the results.

11. Whether you have them only write ledes 
to the story or a whole story, Xerox three 
examples of either the ledes or the whole 
story (choosing an outstanding one, an 
average one and a weak one, taking the names 
of the writers off) and have them compare 
and contrast. Who did the best job and why? 
What can we learn from this experience?
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The New York City High School Journalism 
Program, which is housed at Brooklyn 
College, the City University of New York 
was established in 2002 by Jessica Siegel, 
a long-time journalist and journalism 
educator, whose work as a journalism and 
English teacher at Seward Park High School 
on New York City’s Lower East Side was 
documented in the book Small Victories 
by New York Times journalist Samuel G. 
Freedman. She currently is an assistant 
professor of both journalism and education 
at Brooklyn College. The program is an 
initiative to revitalize journalism programs 
and newspapers in New York City’s public 
schools. It was funded by a start-up grant by 
The New York Times Company Foundation 
in 2003 and in 2004, it received a grant from 
Freedman. 

In the past five years, the program has run 
six New York City High School Journalism 
Conferences in collaboration with The New 

Who We Are: York City Scholastic Press Association, the 
organization for high school journalism 
advisors and the Baruch College Department 
of Journalism and the Writing Professions. 
Between 300 and 400 high school journalism 
students and their teachers attend over 40 
workshops run by some of the best journalists 
in New York City 

In June, 2009, it launched a website, 
www.NewsStandNYC.org, which connect 
students and teachers from all over the city 
and to others all over the country and the 
world. It is also funded by the McCormick 
Foundation and The New York Times 
Company Foundation.

This surveys on which this report was 
based were done by Jessica Siegel, Vanessa 
Lynn, Kateryna Stupovitch, Juan Toro, 
Glenda Hydler, Diana Cabral, Ebonee 
Johnson, Sigourney Seeley, Janelle Reynolds 
and Holly Tsang. It was written by Jessica 
Siegel.

All photos are by Fran Antmann . Layout and design by Perry Bleecker—PERRY BLEECKER DESIGN

The New York City High School Journalism Program at: jsiegel@brooklyn.cuny.edu




